Be-vachad or Working Together for the Blind

A new central service center at the Institute called
Be-yachad is a project designed to serve blind and low-
vision childrenand adolescents as well as their families.
The Be-tyachad or ‘together” project will provide
additional services in the fields of education,
rehabilitation, therapy and socialization.

Blind students today are encouraged into their local
educational frameworks, and this center will help them
meet with their sight-impaired peers, learning from
each other how to deal with mutual problems. Be-
yachad will also serve as a research and reference center
for those working with the blind, providing state-of-
the-art computer and technological assistance. A
diagnostic unit will be established, and there will also
be office space for a parents” association, giving them a
placeto meet as well as to receive professional guidance.
The Be-yachad Centeris established in conjunction with
the Ministries of Social Welfare and Education as well
as Joint - Ashalim in order to provide a wide spectrum
of services under one roof.

The center will be available for the 2,000 blind and
partially sighted that live in and around Jerusalem.
Studentsliving furtherafield willbeinvited forseminars
or enjoyable courses in order to help them integrate
more successfully in their respective communities.

A wing of the Institute’s classroom building is
already undergoing renovation in order to properly
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Archifect’s sketch of Be'yachad Center at Institute

house the Be-yachad premises. Although many activities are already
taking place, full implementation of the project will begin in
September 2001. These complementary services to the blind will
enable the Institute to serve all of Israel’s blind and visually
handicapped as well as their family members.

One of the Institute’s Most OQutstanding Emp_lbyees

For most of her adult life Devorah
- has

temporanly torbe at

babies. A favorite of both smdems
‘and staff members, Auerbach came mworke: had been iélled by a
back to work, and now as a s ]ordmmnusmle.
gmxlmoﬂlermnyhmeswer, sheis i 5 “Just asthe]ewxshlnsﬂmefoﬂhe
slowing down a bit, although not i Blind is a part of

History at the Institute msabxgparmfmyhfe,

(S

Tetiring.

As the administrative head of the
Jewish Institute for the Blind,
Auerbach’s officeis the first place that
one turns with a problem or question,
and oftentimes, she can solve any
dilemma herself. She has maintained
relationships with former students for
decades, and after her day’s work at
the Institute, she volunteers with
several elderly blind women.

“When I started working here, the
Jewish Institute for the Blind was one of
the tourists” first stops in Jerusalem,”
says Auerbach. “We barely had
typewriters in-those days, and the
childrenlearned to write Braille by hand
as wedid not yethave Braille machines.
We had a sense of mission, however,
and we knew that our work was truly
important for Israeli society.” Auerbach
has not yet forgotten that morning in
June 1967 when Jerusalem came under
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more contact with the students.”
Although Auerbach will lessen her
work load at the Institute, she does
not plan to cut her ties. “From my
earliest days here, I felt like my work
with these children was a calling, and
I feel like there is still work yet to do.”




