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"Seeing the Voices"
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A horrible accident involving a camel 
triggered the educational endeavors 
of the Jewish Institute for the Blind 
in the early days of the 20th century.  
A young blind boy, wandering the 
streets of the Old City of Jerusalem 
was run down and badly injured by 
a stray camel in a narrow alleyway.  
Saved from serious injury, the boy was 
cared for by Menachem Wolfenson 
and Nachum Nathanson, two local 
men that witnessed the accident. With 
the help of Rabbi Avraham Moshe 
Lunz, an erudite scholar who was 
blinded in his 20's, these men called 
for the establishment of a school for 
the blind. Founded on the Street of 
the Prophets in Jerusalem, the school  
provided educational opportunities 
for the visually handicapped, and  
became the forerunner of the modern 
and well equipped Jewish Institute for the Blind. 
Although these are the  historical facts, the Institute has been 
a well known landmark at the entrance to Jerusalem for well 
over 100 years. For some old timers such as Israeli journalist 
Menachem Michaelson, the Institute was oftentimes the first 
stop on a school tour to Jerusalem. After years of research, 
Michaelson has now written an impressive book about the 
Institute, commemorating over 100 years of its activity in 
Jerusalem.  Not only was the school one of the few institutes 
of study for the blind in the world when it was launched, 
but it has since developed a reputation for excellence in the 
decades of its existence. 
Today the book titled "Seeing the Voices" has just been 

published, (available only  in Hebrew at 
the present time), and Michaelson has 
crafted an interesting look at the history 
of educating the blind in Palestine and 
Israel  which parallels the history of 
the country.  Michaelson, a well known 
journalist for the Yediot Aharonot 
newspaper has spent years researching 
historical archives for information 
about the Institute, and he also includes 
excellent photographs from the archives 
of the late David Rubinger. 
The reader learns about interesting 
tidbits such as a musical performance 
given by pupils for Winston Churchill 
when he visited Jerusalem almost a 
century ago. Over the years  students 
have also enjoyed their share of 
concerts by famous musicians such 
as Joselito of Spain and more recently 
the blind American singer Ray 

Charles when he visited Israel.  
"Seeing the Voices" also enlightens the reader about the 
well known people who were educated at the Jewish 
Institute for the Blind such as poet and author Erez Biton 
who credits the Institute with "my development as a 
poet as well as a person who can face the challenges of 
reality". Chief Superintendent Amos Be'er of Israel Police 
Headquarters in Jerusalem, lived and studied at the 
Institute, and today he has helped to revolutionize the 
Israeli police in the world of computers.  Blind since birth, 
he charges young students today to continue pushing 
forward to realize their special potential.
One interesting chapter in the book begins over 40 years 

Jerusalem Mayor Nir Barkat receives copy of the book 
"Seeing the Voices"



2

A Glimpse at the Institute's Director
Chaim Reshelbach

For years we have introduced  
the hard working volunteers 
and employees of the Jewish 
Institute for the Blind in this 
column.  On the eve of his 
retirement, we would like to 
recap some of the biography 
of Chaim Reshelbach who has 
directed the Institute with an 
experienced vision for 43 years: 

An experienced educator and 
school principal, Chaim Reshelbach 
returned to Israel with his family 
after serving as an education 
emissary in Sweden in the early 
70's, and he was asked to direct the Jewish Institute 
for the Blind. Not only was this a big move for his 
family, the Institute was also in the flux of change. 
"In the 70's, special education students were moving 
to integrative learning in public schools, and 
visually handicapped pupils that formerly would 
have studied at the Institute were learning in their 
local classrooms with support teachers to help them 
with their difficulties", explains Reshelbach. "Not 
only was the student body of the JIB shrinking, but 
the direction of the Institute was in question". 
"I realized right away that if the students were not 
coming to us, then we would offer our services 
to the  entire community of blind and visually 
handicapped throughout Israel", he adds. Not only 
has the purpose of the Jewish Institute for the Blind 
changed, but we hope to be of assistance to those 
students that need our full-time services as well 
as those who come to us for afternoon or vacation 
activities to help in their development.

The Institute has also picked up 
the reins of sports activities for 
the visually handicapped, and not 
only has the level of sports risen, 
the health and self esteem of the 
participants is also flourishing. 
Under the helm of Reshelbach, 
the connection with international 
communities of 'Friends of the JIB' 
from all over the world has been 
cemented.  "In addition to our efforts 
here we are grateful for the help 
and interest from our friends from 
abroad", explains Reshelbach. "Their 
interest and support has been vital in 
expanding our activities in so many 
directions".
In 2010, Reshelbach's longtime 

wife and partner Miriam passed away, and the 
Institute also lost a good friend. A full partner to her 
husband and his work at the Institute, she is sadly 
missed. On Jerusalem Day In 2013,  Reshelbach was  
presented with the 'Yakir Yerushalayim', or Worthy 
of Jerusalem award for his lifetime activities at the 
Institute. In addition to his hard work over the 
years, the award also recognizes his many years as 
an educator and is a reflection on the Institute. 
Although Reshelbach is stepping down this year 
after 43 years of service at the Institute, his imprint 
will be felt    through his work  with decades of 
students, staff and the community at large. "I 
began at the JIB with an Institute of learning that 
was a historical Jerusalem landmark," concludes 
Reshelbach. "I think I am leaving a place that today 
can easily take its place in the 21st century as an 
educational institute for all the blind and partially 
sighted of Israel." We wish him lots of success in his 
future ventures.

Chaim Reshelbach, Institute 
Director for over forty years

ago as Chaim Reshelbach is appointed as Director of the Jewish Institute for the 
Blind after years spent as an Israeli educator, school principal and educational 
administrator.  From 1968 - 72 he also served as an educational emissary for the 
Jewish Agency  in Stockholm, Sweden, and he developed a warm relationship with 
the Jewish community of Scandanavia.  Not only has Reshelbach served as Director 
of the Institute for over 43 years,  he is certainly one of the modern leaders instituting 
changes in the direction of the JIB today. 
As the book concludes, the future is opening up expansively to the blind and partially 
sighted of Israel. One of the last photographs in the book shows blind student Dina 
Simata lighting the torch  of Israel Independence Day of 2017, as the Jewish Institute for 
the Blind is honored for years of service in Jerusalem.

"Seeing the Voices",
Commemorating 100 Years of

the Jewish Institute for the Blind, 
Jerusalem by Menachem Michaelson 
and published by Rubin Mass, Ltd
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Spotlights
 The summer programming at the Institute emphasized giving to the community, and the students are always 

happy to give of themselves and their time to help the less fortunate. 

 Graduation at the Jewish Institute for the Blind honored both students and faculty members after a successful 
academic year. Parents, staff members and students alike enjoyed a musical evening celebrating the completion 
of a great year.

 A new project at the Institute which is already making headway is the illustration of books for children with 
special needs. In partnership with artists, students will participate with ideas and also creation of tactile and 
audio methods to help the visually impaired and other special needs readers appreciate childrens' literature.

 European goal ball championship was played last April in Vilna, Latvia, and the men's national Israeli team 
came in second place. Let's hope that they do just as well if not better in the final game in Hamburg, Germany 
in September of this year.

 The jogging partnership of the Israeli blind and partially sighted is called 'Kesher Eyin' or Eye Connection. 
Only one of these runners actually sees, however,  and he or she is partnered with a blind or visually handicapped 
runner for training and competition runs (usually with a short rope that connects their arms).  This partnership 
is a great boon for the blind who enjoy competitive running  or running for pleasure.

Kesher Eyin participants racing on the track
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Recent Visitors to the Institute

news from Jewish Institute For The Blind, Jerusalem
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Bi-annual Newsletter
Editor: Janet Mendelsohn Moshe

Jewish Institute for the Blind
serving Israel’s blind, visually impaired,

and multi-handicapped
For over 100 years

P.O.B. 925 Kiryat Moshe
91008 Jerusalem, Israel

Tel: (02) 6599501/11
Fax: (02) 6512186
E-mail address:

office@jewishblind.org
www.ivrim.org

 www.jewishblind.org

C O M E  T O  V I S I T  U S
On your next trip to Israel

we would like to welcome you
to our campus, situated at the 

entrance to Jerusalem

8 Degel Reuven Street
Kiryat Moshe

To arrange a visit 
please call: 02-6599501/11

I was privileged to tour the 
JIB, and I am finding it difficult 
to express in words what I 
experienced. The loving, caring 
and warmth for each student that 
emanates from each and every 
staff person is so obvious.   I would 
describe the JIB as a very happy 
place. Everyone I met was happy-
children, teachers, therapists. It 
is obvious that each staff person 
LOVES what he/she is doing. I 
was extremely impressed with 
all the therapies available for 
the children; art, music, rehab 
(managing in kitchen and daily 
living activities).
I saw a child coming out of a 
session with a therapist, and the 
therapist shared with us that she 
was just beginning to speak! It 
brought tears to my eyes! In each 
room that I visited, each staff 
person was excited to show me 
what they taught, and each child 
was excited to show me what 
they learned and created. All of 
these hands-on experiences are 
so critical in teaching a child who 
is visually impaired. I watched 
the children using the technology 

and a student technician who 
loves to fix electronics.
I was extremely touched to learn 
how you cater to each child's 
emotional  needs  -  to  bui ld 
up their self-esteem and self-
worth, to make each child feel 
good about himself despite his/
her visual impairment. Your 
homemade musical instrument 
playground is second to none. 
The sports center, swimming 
pool and exercise room are 
extremely impressive. You even 
thought to make a kennel for the 
guide dogs! It is so wonderful 
that you open your doors for 
afternoon activities and therapy 
for those in the community who 
do not attend your school.
Wishing all the staff continued 
success in making a tremendous 
difference in the lives of each and 
every student and all those who 
are blind and visually impaired 
from the community who benefit 
from your awesome services.

Edie Goldman,
Teacher of the visually impaired 
in New York

Mr. Zev Berman, New York
Dr. Abraham Bichler, New Jersey

UNITED STATES

Irene Bohn, Sandefjord
Ruth S. Andreassen, Oslo

NORWAY

Mrs. Myriam Nathan, La Varenne

FRANCE

Mr. Avi Olshina, Victoria 

AUSTRALIA

Insights from Abroad
Edie Goldman, a teacher of the 
visually impaired in New York 
came to visit the Institute this 
spring as she was touring  in 
Jerusalem. The following are 
excerpts from  the letter she 
wrote about her moving visit to 
the Institute:

Wishing you and your family
a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year, 

and may you be inscribed
in the Book of Life.


