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In order to help young Israelis improve their writing skills and 
understand those different than themselves, a national essay contest 
has been initiated encouraging students to express themselves on 
the topic "The Other is Me". "Students at the Institute are unlocking 
their innermost feelings and showing quite a bit of writing skill as 
they join in this writing contest," according to Ahuva Suissa who 
teaches writing proficiency and research skills. Suissa challenges 
her students to develop their writing as well as oral skills and after 
days of preparation, they oftentimes present their topics orally to 
their classmates and educators. 

One memorable essay was written by M. who was born with her 
vision intact, and a serious illness left her blind a decade ago. She 
writes that "to find yourself blind is to wake up a different person 
and start life anew." She continues: "The fact that I am  different is 
not easy or simple, but in the final result it is worthwhile because 
despite my differences, I am just as good as everyone else." 
M. continues that God shows her everything she needs to see 
regardless if it is in her dreams or through the explanations of 
those around her. "It is enough that I feel people and experience 
what is going on around me," M. continues. "The light in a person's 
heart takes the place of electricity." 

Another student, L. suffers from a disease in which she was born 
with hearing loss, and at present, her vision has deteriorated 
completely. During this process of deterioration, she writes that 
she felt betrayed by former friends, and she had difficulty coping. 
"Today I suffer from both hearing and visual impairment, but I 
would really like to help others.  If only I could coax someone out 
of his or her sadness and loneliness, I would be very happy," she 
adds. According to L., her move to a class at the Jewish Institute 
for the Blind has changed her life."At the Institute, everyone 
accepts me as I am, and I can help myself and also give to those 
around me. I am equal."
The students at the Institute are developing skills that will 
serve them for life, and writing practice as well as speaking 
are therapeutic, helping them to mature as well as build self 
confidence. And most important, the students realize that there 
is a lot to learn from one another.
And the Winner is….We are proud to announce that one of the 
six national winners in the Ministry of Education writing contest  
is Institute student Yehiel Amzaleg. His essay was read aloud, 
and he and the other five winners were honored in a ceremony 
in Jerusalem. Congratulations to Amzaleg and of course to his 
inspirational teacher Ahuva Suissa.

news from Jewish Institute For The Blind, Jerusalem

**
 W

E
 S

E
E

 W

I T H  O U R
 H

A
N

D
S

 **
Student writing her thoughts on the Braille machine

Optical magnification on closed circuit television helps students with low vision
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A Glimpse at One of the Institute’s Employees

Shoshi  Cohen
Proverbs 3 tells us that 'wisdom is 
more profitable than silver, and her 
wages are better than gold'. Shoshi 
Cohen is charged with imparting 
this knowledge at the Jewish 
Institute for the Blind, and now that 
banking is on the agenda, students 
are quickly learning the value of 
money.  A person always needs to 
know how to handle his personal 
finances, but this vital skill is not 
always one that is taught in school. 
In classes on financial education, 
Cohen gives new hands-on emphasis 
to this important topic. A special 
education instructor for years, 
Cohen recognizes the importance of independence 
for the blind, and she knows that oftentimes one of 
the building blocks is financial savvy. 

In Cohen's classes, students receive a small 
monthly allowance which they can choose to 
save or spend. A 'bank' has been established and 

although an overdraft can be 
incurred with special permission, 
ideally the children will absorb 
the skills required to eventually 
manage their own accounts. "The 
students need to learn the reward 
of delayed gratification, and they 
are encouraged to save their 
money for gifts or expenses," she 
explains. "Now that cell phones 
are so popular, the older students 
are educated to be selective with 
their financial choices for phones or 
whatever they choose."

Cohen has taught at the JIB for eight 
years, and she is glad to be part of this Jerusalem 
landmark that makes such a difference in the lives 
of its students. "The Institute gives so many hands-
on tools to its students, and it is a pleasure to work 
at such a supportive place," she says. Cohen has 
certainly instilled the old adage  that 'a penny saved 
is a penny earned'!

Shoshi Cohen

After-school programs enable children 
to stay later in their school framework 
for afternoon enrichment programs in 
one location. The Jewish Institute for the 
Blind has taken this idea one step further 
for the ultra-Orthodox community and 
brings children to the Institute  for special 
academic and extra-curricular activities 
adapted to the needs of the blind and 
partially sighted. 

The Kol Ha'Lev project is tailored to the 
needs of the visually handicapped youth, 
and it also meets the religious and modesty 
standards of the ultra-Orthodox community. 
"This varied program with its interesting 
and beneficial courses offer a real 'breather' 

for our children," explains Rabbi Avraham 
Segal, father of a participating student. The 
pupils are enrolled in regular schools that 
require a great deal of concentration and 
effort during school hours."The Institute 
has established an afternoon program that 
is adapted to the needs of our children 
and provides a social connection that is as 
important as the academic skills that are 
taught."

According to Segal, the Kol Ha'Lev project 
has tripled in size due to its success and 
positive feedback. Moreover, the Institute 
provides return transportation for all the 
pupils, and this enables every child the 
chance to participate.

Kol Ha'Lev Continues from Strength to Strength

Students develop skills and have fun 
at Kol Ha'Lev
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Spotlights
 Bank of Israel Students recently learned quite a 

bit about banking and savings from Tzaddok Elon, a 
representative of the Bank of Israel located in Jerusalem. 
Not only did Elon help to explain the functions of banks, 
the students heard useful information and tips helping 
to improve their knowledge of finances and economics.

 Israeli Parliamentary Staff Visits Institute
In a special tribute to the Jewish Institute of the Blind, 
Israeli Knesset staff members  led by the Director General 
Ronen Flute visited the Institute on Chanukah to light 
the festive holiday candles. On their joyous visit filled 
with singing and music, a lovely Chanukah menorah was 
presented as a gift to the Institute.

 Police Report An interesting meeting with Yoav Dayan, 
a representative of the Israeli police force recently gave 
students new insights into both traffic and pedestrian 
laws. The program was initiated by the interest of students 
Yonaton and Noam who are doing independent work 
with the Jerusalem police force and helped to develop an 
interesting visit.

 A Time to Sing  It seems that JIB director Chaim 
Reshelbach has other interests and talents up his sleeves, 
and a browse on You Tube can reveal his participation 
in a recent concert with well known Israeli singer Dudu 
Fischer and conductor Rafi Biton. The concert was held in 
the Heichal Ha'Tarbut in Rishon Letzion. At present Mr. 
Reshelbach is involved with Biton and the children's choir 
'The Angels' in recording a disc called "Bilu's Soloists".

Learning how to handle money at the Institute

We are in the midst of busy and exciting days at the 
Institute as the Purim festivities are ending, and as the 
preparations for the Passover holiday are upon us. We 
must give credit to our fine educators and staff who 
spend so many long hours working with our students. So 
much individual and small group effort does pay off and 
we see the increased development in all of our students.

We can be proud that the Institute plays such an 
important role in the development of each and every 
student. Children are beginning their studies earlier at the 
JIB as transportation enables them to come from various 
areas, and we can watch as these pupils mature over 
the years, becoming more comfortable with their bodies 
with the emphasis that is placed on therapeutic sports 
and mobility training. Academically their horizons 
are expanding wider than ever, and our favorable ratio 
of teachers to students allows every pupil to have his or 
her independent life skills assessed. Of course individual 
programming helps our students with the tools and 
classes needed for their continued progress. 

As we walk side by side with our pupils, we can see how 
they are progressing. We are also excited to see how the 
JIB has such an effect on all of the blind and partially 
sighted population in Israel. We welcome your input and 
hope to see you here when you visit Jerusalem. May you  
and your families have a fruitful spring season, and may 
this be a Passover festival that brings joy to all.

Chaim Reshelbach, Director

Director’s Corner
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Recent Visitors to the Institute

news from Jewish Institute For The Blind, Jerusalem
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Editor: Janet Mendelsohn Moshe

Jewish Institute for the Blind
serving Israel’s blind, visually impaired,

and multi-handicapped
over 100 years

P.O.B. 925 Kiryat Moshe
91008 Jerusalem, Israel

Tel: (02) 6599501/11
Fax: (02) 6512186
E-mail address:

office@jewishblind.org
www.ivrim.org

 www.jewishblind.org

C O M E  T O  V I S I T  U S
On your trip to Israel

we would like to welcome you
 at our campus situated in

Kiryat Moshe, 
8 Degel Reuven Street

at the entrance of Jerusalem.

To arrange a visit 

please call: 02-6599501/511
Mr. Ariel Sella, Ramat Gan

FINLAND

Mr. & Mrs. Harry & Miriam Rödner

NORWAY

FRANCE
Mrs. Myriam Nathan, La Varenne

Mr. & Mrs. Alex Rosenbaum, Victoria

AUSTRALIA

Insights from Abroad

Inclusive Hi-Tech Shown at Institute Conference

In February of this year, a productive meeting was held at 
the Institute  in Jerusalem with the leaders of the American 
Friends of the Jewish Institute for the Blind. In a meeting with 
Barry Mahler, Chairman of  the Board and Leo Brandstatter, 
Executive Director,  upcoming plans were discussed and a 
report was given.

Fundraising activities for the Jewish Institute for the Blind 
were highlighted by a memorial weekend in La Varenne, 
France  this winter. Chaired by Miriam Nathan, the 
successful event was dedicated to her late husband David 
Eddy Nathan.

A hi-tech conference was held at 
the Jewish Institute for the Blind 
and piqued the   interest of dozens 
of blind and partially sighted 
throughout Israel. Initiated by two 
computer 'whizzes' who are partially 
sighted participants in 'Yachad', the 
conference was held over Chanukah 
vacation enabling lots of participants 
to take time from school or work 
to see the newest apps and latest 
developments which can make life 
easier for the blind. 

Project Ray, for example, is one 
example of Israeli technology that 
enables the blind to 'see' via a 

Smartphone. The device allows blind 
users to call, send text messages, 
identify denominations of money 
as well as recognize colors. This 
example of inclusive hi-tech was 
displayed at the conference as well 
as many other apps which will help 
to narrow the gap between the seeing 
and blind population.

One hi-tech app which will 
be activated soon is a historical 
explanation of the Institute that will 
be placed at the entrance gate and 
allow people via their Smartphones 
to read or hear about the building's 
75-year-old year history in Jerusalem.

Yoram Amihud, Weston, Fla.
Mr. Leo Brandstatter, N.Y.
Dr. Abe Bichler, N.Y.
Mr. Arnold Lamm, N.Y.
Mr. Barry Mahler, N.Y.

UNITED STATES

Carnival dress-up for Purim festival


